LIVING STATIONS OF THE CROSS

St. Ann’s Church, Shohola, PA

Passion Sunday

March 29, 2015

7:30pm
Cast

Jesus – ?

Peter – Chris Sarna ?

Judas – ?

Soldiers – Sam Mittlemark, Tyler Kincade, Confirmation men

Pontius Pilate – David Lukan?

Mary – Jenna Palumbo?

Simon of Cyrene – Michael Sarna?

Veronica – ?

Women of Jerusalem – Isabelle Bajda, Sami Laput, Ella Sherwood, Cat Peterac, Confirmation ladies

Narrators – Bailey Laput?

Lights – ?

[TECH CHECK:  TURN P/A SYSTEM ON IN SACRISTY, COVER GLASS ON REAR DOORS BEFORE AUDIENCE ARRIVES, PIANO LIGHT ON AMBO]

[BLACKOUT.  NARRATOR COMES TO PODIUM AND TURNS ON PIANO LIGHT WHICH STAYS ON THROUGHOUT.  REST OF CAST THAT HAS BEEN SITTING IN FRONT OF THE FIRST PEWS OUT OF SIGHT NOW QUIETLY MOVES TO LAST SUPPER.  ONCE IN PLACE, NARRATOR BEGINS]
NARRATOR 1

Good evening ladies and gentlemen.  Part of the fascination of the story of Jesus is that he must make a voyage more lonely, more agonizing in it’s responsibilities than any other figure in history.

NARRATOR 2

On the cross in loneliness, he manifested the reality and the truth of all that he stood for in his lifetime, as well as all that he will stand for throughout eternity.

NARRATOR 1

It is the intention of the youth of St. Ann’s Parish community that you will discover this evening, by your seeing and hearing, the beauty and extraordinary nature of Him who represents many things, as well as one thing, namely our Father’s unlimited love and forgiveness for us all

[ LIGHTS ON TABLE]
ACT I
[Setting includes Jesus and the 12 apostles standing around the last supper table, on which will be placed a loaf of bread and chalice.  Audience should be able to see the faces of all apostles by fanning out away from Jesus and turning ½ way toward the audience.]
JESUS

My friends, you have been with me from beginning to end. 

The hour is now at hand.  Let us break bread together, while we are still able

PETER

Master, why are you so sad and gloomy?

What is the matter?  What do you mean, 

“the hour is now at hand”  and  “while we are still able”?

JESUS

My heart is heavy, Peter, because I am about to be betrayed.

ALL APOSTLES


Betrayed?!  Betrayed for what?!  By whom?!

[APOSTLES LOOK AT EACH OTHER IN SHOCK AND MURMUR TO EACH OTHER]

JESUS


You want answers, and you will want even more.  But I will tell you that my betrayer is at table with us even now.

[APOSTLES LOOK AT EACH OTHER IN SHOCK AND MURMUR TO EACH TO EACH OTHER]


The one that I give the morsel of food to, he is the one.  
[JESUS HANDS BREAD TO JUDAS]  

Judas, what you must do, do quickly.

[JUDAS TAKES BREAD AND RUNS TO THE BACK DOORS.  APOSTLES BEGIN TO RUN]

APOSTLES


STOP!  GET HIM!  BEFORE HE GETS AWAY!

JESUS

Let him go!  Let him go.  

But remember, it would be better for him if he had never been born.
[ALL RETURN TO TABLE.  JESUS TAKES BREAD.]

Take this, all of you and eat it.  This is my body which will be given up for you.

[JESUS BREAKS BREAD AND PASSES IT THEN PICKS UP CHALICE]
Take this, too.  This is my blood, to be shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  I will not drink it again, until I drink it anew in my Father’s reign.

[BLACKOUT.  TABLE AND STANDS GET MOVED INTO SACRISTY.  CHAIR & BLANKET (ROCK) ARE PLACED STAGE LEFT WITH PLANT ON RIGHT.  PETER HAS SWORD.   JESUS KNEELS AT ROCK, PETER AND JOHN SLEEPING STAGE CENTER.  SOLDIERS AND JUDAS WAIT AT REAR UNTIL SONG ENDS.  ONCE ACTORS IN PLACE, BLUE OR GREEN LIGHT ON FOR NIGHTTIME.  ]

ACT II
JESUS [SINGS GESTHEMANE SONG.]

[JUDAS HAS MONEY BAG.  SOLDIERS WITH SWORDS AND JUDAS BANG DOOR OPEN TO ENTER AND STOMP FEET AS THEY MARCH UP TO JESUS.  ADD DIM LIGHTING.  TWO APOSTLES WAKE UP AND STAND.  JUDAS PAUSES IN FRONT OF JESUS, EMBRACES HIM.  SOLDIERS GRAB JESUS, PETER STRIKES EAR OF SOLDIER WHO CRIES OUT.]

JESUS

No swords!  Enough of this! [TURNS TO SOLDIERS] Why have you come for me in this place?  I have taught in the synagogues daily…

SOLDER

[INTERRUPTING]  No more speeches!  Take him to Pilate!  Away with him!

[JESUS STARES AT JUDAS AS HE IS LED AWAY BY ONE SOLDIER.  THE OTHER WAITS FOR JUDAS AT THIRD PEW.  JUDAS RUNS UP TO SOLDIER]

JUDAS

Wait!  I… I have made a terrible mistake.  He is an innocent man, he has done nothing wrong.  Here, take your money back.  I don’t want it!

SOLDIER

A deal is a deal.  You keep it.  I certainly don’t want it.

[SOLDIER WALKS AWAY]

JUDAS

No!  No! [BEGGING]  PLEASE take it back!  Give me HIM back!

[JUDAS SHOWS ANGUISH, LOOKS DOWN AT MONEY BAG, ANGRILY THROWS IT DOWN, RUNS OUT BACK, SOBBING.  BLACKOUT.  CAST PICKS UP MONEY BAG.  CHAIR, BLANKET AND PLANT GO BACK IN SACRISTY.  PITCHER, TABLE AND BOWL ARE SET UP FOR PILATE BY HAND MAIDEN.]

ACT III
NARRATOR 2
The first station.  Jesus is condemned to death.
[SPOTLIGHT ON PILATE AND HAND MAIDEN WHO WAIT FOR JESUS STAGE RIGHT.  SOLDIERS AND JESUS ENTER BANGING DOOR AND STOMPING AS THEY MARCH.  SOLDIERS THROW JESUS DOWN IN FRONT OF PILATE.]
PONTIUS PILATE

[ADDRESSING CROWD]

This man has done no wrong!  But all cried out “crucify him”! 

Who IS this JESUS?  Why is HE different from all the other men that I have sentenced?

Behold this man…  I see no reason…  I find no evil!

This man is harmless!  Why does he upset you?


[ADDRESSING JESUS.  PAUSE FOR HIS RESPONSE AFTER EACH QUESTION]

Where are you from Jesus?

What do you want Jesus?

Tell me!  Why do you not speak when I hold your life in my hands?

[ADDRESSING CROWD]

I find no case against his man!  Take him away and crucify him yourself!

[SOLDIERS MARCH OFF WITH JESUS]

NARRATOR 2

Lord, it’s too late for you to be quiet.  You have spoken too much, you have fought too much.  You were not sensible.  You know you exaggerate.  It was bound to happen!  You called better people a breed of vipers.  You told them that their hearts were black tombs with fine exteriors.  You chose the decaying lepers.  You spoke fearlessly with unacceptable strangers.  You ate with notorious sinners.  You said the street walkers would be the first in paradise.  You got on well with the poor, the bums, the crippled.  You belittled the religious regulations.  Your interpretation of the law reduced it 

to one little commandment:  TO LOVE.  Now, they avenge themselves.

[JESUS STARTS AT REAR CARRYING CROSS, AISLE LIGHTS COME ON ONE BY ONE AS HE APPROACHES THEM UP THE AISLE]

NARRATOR 1
The Second Station.  Jesus bears his cross.
This cross, this piece of wood, is what you are called to bear.  Each of us bears a piece of this cross in our lives.  Maybe just a sliver.  Maybe more.  We are each given these burdens because it is the way that this world works.  We look at the example of Jesus.  The way he carried his cross and the way he struggled under its weight as the pattern for how we are called to live with hardship.  Lord, help me to shoulder this cross I carry.  With your help, any by your example, I can bear the cross I have been given to carry.  I remember what you have done.

[JESUS HALFWAY UP AISLE.  ADD WHITE AND YELLOW LIGHT AT STAGE]

NARRATOR 2
The Third Station.  Jesus falls the first time.
[SOLDIERS STOMP FOR EFFECT AS HE FALLS]

The God who made the universe, and holds it in existence by his will alone, becomes a man, too weak to bear a piece of wood.  How human is the physical weakness in the Son of God.  I know what it’s like to fall and I know what it’s like to fail.  I know what it means to feel pain and I have struggled under the weight of heavy burdens.  Lord, the hurt you must feel must be very great, and the burden you endure is beyond my experience.  Still, help me to steady myself in my pain, and encourage me as I struggle with my burdens.  Give me your strength and determination to walk my life’s journey and help me to fulfill the vocation which has been entrusted to me.  I hand my will over to you and ask that you support me in my life’s work.

NARRATOR 1


The Fourth Station.  Jesus meets his mother.
[“AS I SAW YOU” BEGINS AND ACTION.  SOLDIERS MOVE MARY BACK AT “…TO SEE YOU LIKE THIS, OH MY SON…”   OTHER WOMEN APPROACH AND COMFORT HER.]

NARRATOR 2


The Fifth Station.  Simon of Cyrene is forced to take up Jesus’ cross.

[SOLDIERS GRAB RELUCTANT SIMON FROM THE CROWD WHO IS FORCED TO TAKE THE CROSS FROM JESUS. “LEAN ON ME” BEGINS.  SIMON WALKS SLOWLY DOWN SIDE AISLE AND UP MIDDLE AIDLE AS SONG IS PLAYED, JESUS FOLLOWING BEHIND.  AT END OF SONG JESUS TAKES CROSS BACK.  SOLDIERS PUSH SIMON BACK INTO CROWD]

NARRATOR 1


The Sixth Station.  Veronica wipes the face of Jesus.
[“THE FACE OF CHRIST” BEGINS AND ACTION.  VERONICA HAS CLOTH WITH FACE ON IT.  KEEPING THE FACE ROLLED UP, SHE APPROACHES JESUS AND WIPES HIS FACE WITH IT.  SOLDIERS MOVE VERONICA BACK AT “…THE FACE OF CHRIST IS DYING…”.  SHE OPENS THE CLOTH, SHOWING THE AUDIENCE THE FACE OF JESUS]

NARRATOR 2


The Seventh Station.  Jesus falls for the second time.

[SOLDIERS STOMP WITH FALL FOR EFFECT]

This second fall must test your will and your endurance.  I don’t know how you manage to go on.  I’m not sure I understand what makes you go as you stagger down that road to your death.  Your strength of will and your character are traits that astound and inspire me.  I hope to have some of that character in my own life.  Lrod, give me your courage and fill me with your spirit.  When failure presses heavily on me and I am desolate, reach out to me and encourage me with your power.  Help me, Lord.  Alone, there is little I can do, but, with your help, I can do anything you ask of me.

NARRATOR 1
The Eighth Station.  Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem.
[“FOR ALL THE TIMES” BEGINS AND ACTION. SLOW MOTION.  MARY MAGDALENE APPROACHES FIRST, SLOWLY, AND STAYS IN FRONT OF JESUS UNTIL “… I’LL BE FOREVER THANKFUL…”.  ONE BY ONE, OTHER WOMEN APPROACH, PAUSE A FEW MOMENTS IN FRONT OF JESUS THEN MOVE ON TO CONSOLE EACH OTHER.  SOLDIERS MOVE WOMEN BACK AT END]

NARRATOR 2
The Ninth Station.  Jesus falls the third time.
[SOLDIER CATCHES CROSS AS JESUS FALLS TO THE GROUND]

Jesus is drained of his strength and lies collapsed on the cobblestones.  His body cannot move.  No blows, no kicks, can seem to rouse him up, and yet, he stands and moves on.  His will, in service of the Father, is stronger than any human frailty.  No matter how broken our bodies may be, no force on earth or in hell can take away our will in service of our God.  Lord, when all my strength is gone, and guilt and self reproach press me to earth and seem to hold me fast, protect me from despair.  Never let me feel that any sin of mine is greater than your love.  No matter what my past has been, I can begin again with your help and through your mercy.  Lord, fill me with your strength and enable me to walk in the service of our God.

NARRATOR 1
The Tenth Station.  Jesus is stripped of his garments
Here, it seems, is the poorest king who ever lived.  He stands before the world stripped and beaten.  The cross, which he carried this long way, is now his deathbed.  While it seems as through he has lost everything, he has one thing that no one can take away:  his Father’s love.  The value of everything else is lost in this moment.  The relationship of Father and Son is all that sustains this king as he is about to be nailed to a cross.  My lord, I offer you all that I possess.  Detach me from the craving for prestige, position, wealth.  Take from me all trace of envy of my neighbor who has more than I.  Release me from the vice of pride, my longing to exalt myself, and lead me to the place where I can really find myself.  May I be poor in spirit, Lord, so that I can be rich in you.

[BLACKOUT.  TAKE OUT SIDE LIGHTS FIRST, THEN WHITE AND YELLOW]

NARRATOR 2


The Eleventh Station.  Jesus is nailed to the cross.
[WAIT 3 BEATS, SOUNDS OF NAILING, HIT 6 TIMES.  THEN RED LIGHT ONLY]

JESUS


Father, forgive them!  They know not what they do!

Woman, there is your son.

There, is your mother.

Eloi!  Eloi!  Lama Sabactani (My God!  My God!  Why have your forsaken me?)

I thirst…


[SOLDIER OFFERS SPONGE]


It is finished…

[SOUNDS OF WEEPING]

NARRATOR 1
The Thirteenth Station.   Jesus is taken down from the cross.
[SOLDIERS RELEASE JESUS’ LEFT HAND FIRST, THEN RIGHT, THEN PLACE HEAD IN MARY’S LAP.  CONTINUED WEEPING THEN SONG AND ACTION.  JESUS IS CARRIED OUT SLOWLY.  TWO APOSTLES MUST GET TO DOORS FIRST TO OPEN THEM.  ONCE BEHIND DOORS, JESUS CHANGES INTO CLEAN WHITE ROBE.  BLACKOUT] 
NARRATOR 2 

The Fourteenth Station.  Jesus is laid on the tomb.
Let’s forget it now and all go home.  He is bruised and the stone is in place.  I am on the road.  I have a share of your sufferings… and the others have theirs.  Together, we help my invincible trust.  There is not a fraction of my suffering that you have not already lived and transformed into infinite redemption.

NARRATOR 1

When the road is hard, even when it leads to the grave, I know that beyond the grave you are waiting for me in your glory.  Lord, help me to travel along my road faithfully, at my proper place in the vastness of humanity.  Help me above all to recognize you in all my fellow travelers, and to help you.  For it would be a lie to weep before your lifeless image if I did not follow you, living on the road that people travel.

[“LONG LIVE GOD” BEGINS.  JESUS COMES UP CENTER AISLE, APOSTLES SPLIT AND COME UP SIDE AISLES, SINGING AND SMILING]

JESUS


Friends, I will be with you until the end of time.

[“DAY BY DAY” BEGINS, JOIN HANDS ON LAST LINE OF SECOND VERSE, RAISE HANDS AND BOW TOGETHER]

Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane

I only want to say

If there is a way
Take this cup away from me

For I don't want to taste its poison
Feel it burn me

I have changed  

I'm not as sure as when we started
Then I was inspired

Now I'm sad and tired
After all,  I've tried for three years

seems like ninety
Why then am I, scared to finish

what I started
What you started

I didn't start it
God thy will is hard
But you hold every card
I will drink your cup of poison
Nail me to your cross and break me
Bleed me, beat me
Kill me, take me now
Before I change my mind 
The Fourth Station: Jesus meets His mother
Mary’s Song
As I saw You stagger up that hill, I almost didn’t recognize Your face.

Beneath the crown of thorns, beaten, bloody, torn –

The face that I love more than life itself.

Those nails will rip into Your hands,

The hands that used to hold to mine so tight!

You look at me with such love and pity –

Oh my Jesus, You’re going to die!

And oh, my Son, I know this is God’s will.

I know that You will rise again, but still –

My heart is pierced with sorrow; a sword has been thrust through.

To see You like this, oh my Son (repeat last line).

5th Station: Simon Takes the Cross 
LEAN ON ME

D


G



D
Sometime in our lives

we all have pain,



  A
A7

D

  G
We all have sorrow,

but if we are wise,




D



A7    D
We know that there’s  

always  tomorrow.

REFRAIN:

  D





G

Lean on me, 
when you’re not strong,




D


   A
And I’ll be your friend,  I’ll help you carry on.

  D


G


    D
For, it won’t be long, ‘till I’m gonna need




A
D
Somebody to     lean on.


D

 G


   D



v.2   If there is a load, 
you have to bear




A  A7
     D

   G
That you can’t
carry,    I’m right up the road



     D


   A7
D
I’ll share your load, if you just call me.

REFRAIN: 
6th Station: Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus

Am




      Em
The face of Christ is bleeding,       the face of Christ is weeping,

  B7




            Am

Em
In the people all around us,          help us see   the face of Christ.

Am




      Em
The face of Christ is lonely,        
the face of Christ is starving,

B7





    Am

  Em
In the people all around us,       
 help us see the face of Christ.

Am




       Em
The face of Christ is suffering,    
the face of Christ is dying,

  B7




          Am
      Em
In the people all around us,         help us see the face of Christ.

Am




       Em


The face of Christ is loving,           the face of Christ is caring,

   B7




             Am
 Em
To the people all around us,         we must be….the face of Christ.

8th Station: Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem
For All the Times You Stood By Me
For all the times You stood by me, for all the truth that you made me see./ 

For all the joy You brought to my life/ for all the wrong that You made right,/ 

For every dream You made come true, for all the love I found in You, 

I’ll be forever thankful.

You’re the One who held me up, never let me fall; You’re the One who saw me 

through, through it all. You were my strength when I was weak, You were my 

voice when I couldn’t speak; 

You were my eyes when I couldn’t see; You saw the best there was in me.

Lifted me up when I couldn’t reach; You gave me faith ‘cause You believed. 

I’m everything I am, because You loved me. (repeat last line)

13th Station: Jesus is taken down from the cross.
Jesus, Remember Me
Jesus, remember me, when You come into Your kingdom (repeat…).

After the 14th Station: Resurrection
Long Live God
Long live God, long live God, long live God, long live God (usu. 4xs).

Optional song:
Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

prepare ye the way of the Lord (usu. 2xs)
Conclusion: 

Day by Day
Am
    Gm   Am     Gm   Bm
 Am

  G
Day by Day,  day by day, Oh, dear Lord, three things I pray

Em


   A
     Em

    A
To see Thee more clearly, love Thee more dearly,

Dm


  G
    C
Follow Thee more nearly, day by day,

(clap hands)

Am
   Gm  Am      Gm  Bm
       Am
       G
Day by day, day by day, Oh dear Lord, three things I pray,

Em


    A 
     Em

    A
To see Thee more clearly, love Thee more dearly,

Dm


  G         C
Follow Thee more nearly, day by day

C

      F


   E
Day by day by day, by day by day (raise joined hands, bow together)
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